
For the purpose of stimulating the liver, he sug¬
gests the use of small doses of calomel.
Aconite is mentioned as a remedy which, care¬

fully administered, will reduce the heart's action
without depression, and furthermore assist in di¬
lating the cutaneous vessels and promoting per¬
spiration.
With regard to digitalis, it is urged that it can

only do harm, by contracting the arterioles of the
systemic circulation and increasing the force of
the heart's action.
The use of aconite and veratrum in pneumo¬

nia has long found favor in the hands of many7
practitioners, who were unable to reconcile their
good results with the objections of the theoretical
men who insisted that aconite produced slow col¬
lapse.
The favorable action of calomel in pneumonia

has been often noted by many practitioners, par¬
ticularly those of the older school, but it seems
reasonable to suppose that, with such indications
for its use as are given by Dr. Dessau, better
results may be expected than could be obtained
by a merely empirical exhibition of the remedy.
While seeking measures to relieve the heart of

the strains thrown upon it, it should not be for¬
gotten that there are other features to be consid¬
ered in pneumonia. The disease is accompanied
with various nervous manifestations, evidences
of the poison at work, which cannot be accounted
for simply by the elevation of temperature. These
poisons must be directly counteracted or elimina¬
ted. Fortunately, the means employed to relieve
the right heart also assist in elimination, and in
this way are probably doubly useful. But the
necessity of using the most appropriate channel
of elimination in the particular case must not be
overlooked. In some instances, particularly in
those in which typhoid symptoms, coma, and
low muttering delirium intervene, with low tem¬
perature, the modern antipyretics, judiciously
used, appear to exercise a truly antidotal specific
effect.
How far Dr. Dessau's views may be found to

stand the critical examination of the future, they
are certainly- at present worthy of careful con¬
sideration.

The University of Vermont \p=m-\Dr.Condict
W. Cutler, of New York, has been appointed
Professor of Skin and Venereal Diseases, to suc-
ceed Dr. R. W. Taylor, who has resigned.

IMMUNITY AGAINST CROUPOUS PNEUMONIA.
While upon the subject of the treatment of

pneumonia, the experiments of Prof. Emmerich
of Munich, relating to the production of an arti-
ficial immunity against this disease and to cur-

ing the same, should be noticed. Emmerich
has just reported his experiments before the late
Congress of Hygiene and Demography in Lon-
don.
From previous experiments Emmerich has

been led to believe that immunity against infec-
tious disease is produced by a toxine inimical to
bacteria, but innocuous toward the cells of the
animal body. In an immune animal, at least
soon after immunity has been produced, this sub-
stance should be found in its blood and other tis-
sue fluids.
By subjecting a rabbit to an intravenous injec-

tion of a very dilute but completely virulent cul-
ture of the diplococcus pneumonia Fr\l=a"\nkeliit is
rendered immune. Rabbits so prepared were

killed, skinned, divided and rubbed up into a

fine paste, which was pressed through the meshes
of a clean sterilized cloth. The bloody juice was
kept for twelve hours at a temperature of io C.
(33.8o F.) then sterilized by passing through a

Pasteur filter. Twenty-six rabbits, one of which
had been subjected to an injection of the immu¬
nizing juice, were subjected in an inhalation ap¬
paratus to the action of a spray of bouillon cul¬
ture of diplococci. All died speedily except the
one animal protected by the immunizing juice.
In a second series of experiments seven mice

were injected with a virulent culture of the dip¬
lococcus pneumonia, in quantities varying from
3 c.c. to 5 c.c. Six of them were then injected
with the immunizing or curative juice as it may
now be called. In 44 hours the unprotected
mouse was dead, the autopsy showing diplococci
in the blood and internal organs in great quan¬
tities, while the other six mice were all well. As
these last experiments were made during the last
three days of July, we must wait further for
fuller returns. '
In a further experiment with three mice, the

first two were injected with .5 c.c. and the third
with .3 c.c. of a virulent culture. Five hours
later the first two mice received 2 c.c. of the
curative juice, but not of a fresh preparation.

1 Maximillian Herzog, Cincinnati Lancet-Clinic, Vol. xxvii, N.
S. 301.
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